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Supporting Nursing Education

Our hearts broke last year as we were forced to cancel
the volunteer week recognition luncheon and award
ceremony. We still can’t gather in groups to celebrate,
but please know how much we appreciate you and the
difference you make in our health care system. We
believe things are improving and it’s wonderful to
see more volunteer activity in the hospitals.

Medicine constantly advances and a nurse’s education
never ends. Many RSFH staff members work hard to
earn advanced certification in their field. Volunteers
gathered at Joan Perry’s home to make sixty corsages to
have on hand to recognize staff members who pass
certification exams throughout the year. It was a day of
comradery, beautiful flowers, lunch and glue everywhere!

Not all volunteer roles are available, but some are! If you
are vaccinated and interested in learning which roles are
available, contact your volunteer manager. There may
even be roles at a different facility to consider. Returning
volunteers will attend a brief refresher training and agree
to comply with current guidelines for masking and
infection prevention.
Although there are no regular visiting hours, hours for the
designated support person expanded to 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Thank you to the Charge Power company for
donating cell phone chargers for in-patient use in our
hospital facilities.
Vaccine card tip: take a picture of your card so you have
it handy on your phone.
Special gratitude to volunteers serving at the coliseum
vaccination clinic. You are making a great difference.
You are invited to stay tuned with Roper St. Francis
Healthcare activities through Vital Signs. We love you.
Joan * Lynne * Laurie * Rebecca

Westie Awards

The West Of newspaper
usually recognizes West
Ashley leaders and
volunteers at this time of year.
Instead of naming individuals
this time, they dedicated an
issue to healthcare heroes
asking local artist Patrick
Prickett to provide the art
work.

Handmade Heroes

Congratulations to Marianne Solamone and Joan Perry,
who were recognized by Joann Fabric stores as Hand
Made Heroes.
Marianne was recognized for sewing over 3,000 fabric
bags for our patient’s walkers and Joan for
crocheting over 1,000 mask extenders for healthcare
staff. They each received a congratulatory note and $50
gift card.

News from RSF Mount Pleasant Hospital

Our first returning MPH
volunteer was Jack Connelly.
Jack has changed hats and is
now serving as a patient escort
in the Outpatient department.
He didn’t miss a step as he
welcomed patients and visitors
and helped them find their way.
Twenty returning volunteers
were processed in March and
we look forward to more as roles
become available.

Mary Hritz, Sally
Dahlgren and Laurie
Glass joined the army of
healthcare workers and
volunteers at the
Vaccine Clinic at the
North Charleston
Coliseum. Mary and
Sally have been lending
their time and talents to
the clinic throughout the month. They commented on how
well organized it was and the great the teammates they
are worked along with.

News from Bon Secours St. Francis Hospital
The Medical Staff Office
donated a Blessing Box
that has been mounted in
E lot (close to Lowes).
Feel free to join us in
stocking the box with food
and necessities to be
used by anyone in need.
The phlebotomy lab
celebrated Shula Holtz as
their first returning
volunteer in the patient
escort role.
Carol Sayer returned to
assist PCU with clerical
support, Lynnette
Donovan, Joyce Fleming
and Kimberly Mazzaro are
back in Mammography.
Richard Nadol reactivated
to drive the golf cart.
Kathleen Whitfield and
Darrell Verdeck wore blue
for Wear Blue for Colon
Cancer awareness day.
Familiar faces were
spotted on the drivethrough at the Coliseum
vaccine clinic. Marilyn and
Philip Cook are featured
in a large RSFH
promotional ad on the
wall.

The MPH Spirit Team, including Shannon Thornton,
Karen Moylan, and Laurie Glass spread St. Patrick’s day
cheer wearing green RSFH shirts and passed our candy
treats and lots of smiles.

Pennie Peralta, VP of
Nursing retired on 3/19
after a 43 year career.
The Roper St. Francis
Foundation is honoring
Pennie by naming Mall
Classroom 2, the Pennie
Peralta Conference Room
and establishing a nursing
scholarship fund in her name. Watch Pennie’s fun
farewell music video at this link: Pennie, You’re The Best!
You will notice changes in staff scrubs colors at Bon
Secours St. Francis Hospital. Instead of units all wearing
the same color, colors will now designate roles:

Donna Blake and Denise
Roberts helped Laurie put
together treats to
recognize Certified Nurse’s
day on 3/19. Our new
CAO, Debi Wilson and
CNO, Happy Everett
handed them out as they
rounded the hospital.
Laurie Glass
Volunteer Manager - RSFH Mount Pleasant Hospital

RN’s and LPN’s will wear solid navy blue
Patient Care Tech’s will wear solid burgundy
Unit secretaries will wear solid grey/silver
Congratulations to BSSF Women’s & Children’s staff
recognized as a Best Maternity Hospital by Newsweek in
partnership with the Leapfrog Group. Combining maternity
services formerly at RSF Mount Pleasant Hospital, Bon
Secours St. Francis Hospital will be the Center of
Excellence for Obstetrics at Roper St. Francis Healthcare.

Joan Perry
Director of Volunteers

Happy Birthday
4/1
4/4
4/6
4/9
4/13
4/21
4/23
4/25
4/29

Haidee (Jeanine) Johnson
Brenda Jenkins
John Essenburg
Clare Holmes, Hannah Ellison
Shem Murczkiewicz, Susan Faber
Bob Beaty
Steven Archie, Katherine Downen
Mary Hajny
Dorothy Bills, Mary Behr

News from Roper Hospital

Certified Nurses enjoyed a drop-in breakfast on Certified
Nurses day 3/19, sponsored by the Roper Hospital
volunteer team.

News from RSF Berkeley Hospital
We held our first
volunteer reactivation
sessions on 3/26 and
3/29 and celebrated
returning volunteers.
Welcome back to
Edna Arcobascio,
Barb Evon, Lou
Lagno, Lynn Karlson,
Mary Behr, Gary
Gardner, Karen
Rogers, Ken
Schwanke, Nancy
Schwanke, Claire
Hudson, Pam
McMillan, Charlotte
Walker, Marilyn
Madden, Nancy
McNerny, Lynn Witte,
Lydia Nazario, Kay
Travinski, and Craig
Neuhausel.

Volunteer funds of $2,000 were approved for the purchase
of training and certification for Pastoral care staff and
residents in personality types. This will allow them to
better help patients and teammates and to recognize
healthy and unhealthy habits and traits. Once certified
they will be able to offer the class to others. Additional
funds of $2,600 were approved for new computers on
wheels in the outpatient physical and occupational therapy
departments. They new computers will help process
patients in the busy unit.
Welcome back Brenda Pitts to the Information Desk, and
Randall Shealey, Ronald Davidson and Holmes Claire to
assist with escorting patients from the Admitting office.
Elevator B is out of service until further notice.

Our delicious Bistro is always news. Interim Chef - Nicole
Kirkpatrick is settling in to the daily hustle and bustle and
we are enjoying her creative twists and food presentation.
Certified Nurse’s Day was celebrated
3/19. Each department manager was
tasked in making a sash representing
their department. Pictured left, Michelle
Steven’s RN OR Manager, holds the
crown for 2021.
I am on the Daisy nomination
committee and honored and proud to
read the nominations for our Berkeley
Hospital nurses who have gone the
extra mile for their patients.
It will take time for all volunteer roles to reactivate but the
Berkeley volunteer “A” team is on the job. We will put on
our creative hats and think of ways to support our staff
and patients.

Corporate Communications is looking for a volunteer
interested in getting their walking exercise, to update
information bulletin boards in the elevators and glass
boxes at Roper Hospital. Let Lynne know if you are
interested.
Lynne Steele
Volunteer Manager, Roper Hospital

Light Our Walls
All four Roper St.
Francis Healthcare
hospitals were
illuminated in red and
purple for three nights
in March to
commemorate one
year of caring for
COVID-19 patients.

Uhoh. Mulligan was caught
nodded off during reactivation
training.

The “Light Our Walls”
tribute recognizes the
hard work of our teams, honors those who survived
COVID-19 and remembers those who did not.

Rebecca Buffum
Volunteer Manager
Berkeley Hospital

The red light represent the care teammates and doctors
provide, while the purple symbolized the generations
served. The colors also are the brand colors for Roper
St. Francis Healthcare.

Meet New Leaders

Easter Egg Hunt

RSF Mount Pleasant Hospital
Debi Wilson, Associate VP
Oncology Services &
RSF Mount Pleasant Hospital Chief
Administrative Officer

RSF Mount Pleasant Hospital
Happy Everett
Chief Nursing Officer

Bon Secours St. Francis Hospital volunteers Patty
Fulmer, Janice DiMeo and Joan Perry stuffed 350 Easter
Eggs with candy treats and fun fortunes for a egg hunt
coordinated by Tavia Buck, Chief Nursing Officer.

Happy 94th Birthday Beulah!
Bon Secours St. Francis Hospital
Tavia Buck
Chief Nursing Officer

Roper Hospital
Kevin Hoak, Associate VP
Surgical Digestive Disease & Roper
Hospital Chief Administrative Officer

The Coliseum vaccine clinic remains a beehive of
activity, vaccinating between 900 - 1,440 daily. On 3/25,
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotels sponsored a delicious lunch
for staff catered by Hamby’s Catering. MPH volunteer
manager Laurie Glass made the connection for the
donation through her husband Mike Glass. Pictured
above: team from DoubleTree toured the project, Laurie
& Mike Glass, Mark Dickson with Gary Gardner and
volunteer vaccinator on duty, Tammy Dorociak, RN.

Caring Clown volunteers Bob Mason, Judy Volkman
from Balloon Smiles and Joan Perry dropped by to wish
Beulah Gorecki a happy 94th birthday! Cancer Center
volunteer Beulah is on the mend following an auto
accident and enjoyed the festivities, cake and company.

Bon Secours St. Francis Hospital: Joan Perry: 843-402-1156
Roper Hospital: Lynne Steele: 843-724-2080
RSF Mount Pleasant Hospital: Laurie Glass: 843-606-7502
RSF Berkeley Hospital: Rebecca Buffum: 853-529-3059
Hospice Volunteering: Laurie Beckman: 843-402-3260
Lowcountry Senior Center: Kimberly Protho: 843-990-5555
Waring Senior Center: Peggy Chausse: 843-402-1990

